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INTRODUCTION

A whole generation of Americans can pinpoint dstafitheir own lives on the day John
F. Kennedy was assassinated, or when the Twin Tofgér The snapshots and videos
which emerge from eyewitnesses after such an eagttre details in the moment,
glimpses of ordinary people responding togl&aordinary as it unfolds before them.
Mark’s gospel is flavored by that same immediacay gnttiness. With his very first line,
Mark identifies “Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” lseene upon scene come tumbling
forth to validate his statement.

Most likely written around A.D.60, this account wa®bably intended for readers outside
of the immediate area of Palestine. Very earlyiti@d indicates that John Mark, the son
of Mary of Jerusalem (Acts 12:12), and cousin offaédas (Col. 4:10), is indeed the
writer of this gospel. Writing from the recolleati® of the Apostle Peter, who refers to
him as “my son” (1 Peter 5:13), Mark often includles names of people involved in
specific events, or details of place and time adithy the other gospel writers. While
Mark himself probably did not personally witnesssnof the events he records, many
scholars identify him with the young man followidgsus in garden of Gethsemane, who
escaped naked in the confusion of the dark gardestgMark 14:51). He set out with
Paul and Barnabus on their first missionary jourtmey turned back early on, which
became a source of sharp disagreement betweerrégamding whether he should be
allowed to accompany them on a later trip. (Actsl2315:37-40). The rift was eventually
mended, and Paul mentions him as a “fellow-worleerd helpful companion in his later
letters to Timothy and to Philemon. (2 Timothy 4:Philemon 24).

The story Mark tells is filled with action and enwot. This man, Jesus, heals with only a
touch or a word; the demon-possessed are freedgtifenear, the blind see. He
commands wind and sea, feeds crowds from mere quraises a dead girl to life. We
are amazed right along with the crowds, astoniglyaghat we witness.

But the man we encounter is not only a worker afwles. He is a gentle story-teller who
gathers children in his arms, then faces downicelgyand political authorities without a
flinch. He speaks of a Kingdom where the firstlast, the last are first, and where the
King is servant of all. He chooses a flock of misthad followers, and when He tells
them that He will die, wéeeltheir fear and bewilderment. We read of theiruias,
weakness and pettiness, and we are vaguely shogikibeir unbelief.

As we study this gospel together, we will use tleshibasic of Bible study methods. For
many of you, this will seem very simple—you’ve bekaing this for years. But for others,
it will open up a whole new understanding of howead the Bible in a way that actually
yields meaning. And we will walk with these verydorary people who encountered the
extraordinary Son of God, to find out how theymblitely answered the questiolyho is
this man?”

What will your answer be?



Before we b&gin...

This study was prepared for use among women atigrigible studies at Main Street
Church in Brigham City, Utah. There are many exa#lstudy guides available, but not
so many that teach the leariew to ask a good questioor how to begin exploring a
passage on their own to understand what God magyiegto them Anyone can follow
a series of questions or borrow thoughts from arnentator, but learning to aslgaod
guestion, one that will lead in a fruitful direatias another skill entirely. Among women
in Utah there is a profound hunger to know &l Jesus Christ, but many are just
beginning to emerge from Mormonism; because thew l@en taught that the Bible is
untrustworthy, they have never been encourageédeak Him out through its pages. This
study is designed to help individuals to do prdgisigat. It was not my intention to create
an exhaustive study of the gospel of Mark, butemath use Mark’s account as the
laboratory for practicing basic study skills in erdo bring about a personal encounter
with Jesus Christ, the Son of God through the ¢j\ord of God.

As a believer in Jesus Christ, | begin from thisifpon:

1) The Bible is God’s Word to man, written by men where inspired (‘God-
breathed’) to place the words on the page. (2 Tim8t16,17)

2) These words have been transmitted accurately thrthegages because God has
protected their transmission. (1 Peter 1:23-25)

3) God wants me to understand His word. (1 John 5:20)

4) Through careful reading and study together wittygril consideration, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit | can discover what Gioends for me to understand.
(John 16:13-15)

About the basic study methods employed in this quide...

There are many ways to approach Bible study, bpteparing this guide, | have utilized
only the methods discussed below. This does naldewnor preclude reference to
scholarly research or commentaries, but as my pearpas been to teach basic Bible study
methods, | have not consulted these in the praparaf this study guide. The only
exception is in reference to information pertainioghe final verses of Mark’s Gospel.

How to read: Most of the time we read too fast. No matter whatare reading, from
newspapers to novels to legal documents, we aratiem to get to the “bottom line,” so
we dash through the words, grasping at whatewsitinsn easy reach. In our hurry we
rarely pause long enough to consider the detaisibtle connections that yield a deeper
understanding. When we read God’s Word we mustskady. We must read
repeatedly We must readbservantly These are the very words of God, so we must
handle them carefully. (2 Timothy 2:15)

Learning to Observe:We must learn to look carefully at what the textady says, and
what it doeshot say. Repeated words and phrases indicate impanfantnation. Details

of location, time of day, and audience are inclufitech reason; we seek to understand the
author’s intent in including them.



Understanding Context: A few years ago we went on a study-trip to Israelevery stop
as we traveled the country, our teacher would asio make a “skyline check,” taking a
careful look at the horizon in every direction mler to understand not only where we
were, but how we got there, and how it relatecheodurrounding area. She continually
asked us “What can you see from here that you reze®’ This is exactly what we do
when we observe context. We make careful observafimot just the preceding and
following sentences, but also the sequence of evantounding the passage we are
studying. We ask “How did we gherefrom there?”

Cross Referencesire Bible passages using the same words or phi@asekich speak of
the same topic. Most modern Bible translations lthese noted in the side columns or as
footnotes. The New Testament contains many quosfiom the Old Testament, and
each will give insight into the other. Cross refariag is essential to understanding how
an idea is presented throughout the whole of seepthelping to guard against
misinterpretation. A Concordance of the Bible lslisof the words that occur in a
particular translation, and the verses in whicly uygpear. Learning to use a concordance
is a basic skill for thorough Bible study. Manytashs of the Bible have a limited
concordance included; these are good for beginbats separate complete volume is
needed for more complete study.

Defining terms: It is often helpful to consult a standard Engliittionary. A Bible
dictionary is even better; it defines terms frospéaitual perspective, and contains factual
background information about people, places, custgmography, and important words
or doctrines found in the Bible.

Mapping allows us to place events in a real context; wealzserve distances, political
boundaries and geographical relationships, alllutivhelp to anchor the account in a
factual location. Locating events on a map oftesidg insight into why the writer
includes certain seemingly minor details.

Charting is one way of organizing information to gain a ckgaview of what is being
said. It allows us to gather all of the variousitto one place to see how they relate to
one another, or to highlight similarities and casts.

If these lessons leave yatanting moreif they raise as many questions as they answer, |
hope you will pursue your study of the scripturesg the skills you've begun to practice.
At the end of this study guide there is a pagdledtiBasic Inductive Bible Study.” This

is the wayl study. But all study of the Bible is pointlessesd it leads us to encounter the
One who is Himself the Living Word of God. | prdyat your understanding will be
deepened by this exploration of Mark’s gospel, @vad you will grow in your devotion to
Jesus Christ.

Dorothy Catlin
February, 2014



. How H Adl Began
Mark 1:1-20

How does one begin to tell “the greatest story ¢évkel’? Mark wastes no words! In a
single sentence he makes clear that the storyoist@bman named Jesus, sent by God to
do extraordinary things, because idextraordinary: He is the very Son of God. As
Mark’s gospel opens, we meet John the Baptistpph@t who identifies and publicly
announces that the Promised One has arrived. Evajgr theme of the story is
introduced as we begin to ask the question, “Whhigsman?”

Mark 1:1 Introducing the Man

1. What does ‘gospel’ mean? (Use a standard Engdicionary)

2. In what three ways does Mark identify JesusP)(1:
What might each identification tell us?
Jesus:
Christ:
Son of God:

3. What is the meaning of the term ‘Christ’? (Usgiaionary or Bible dictionary)

4. Read each of the following verses. Write dowratyou learn about the ‘Son of God.’

Luke 1:31-35
Luke 22:70
John 1:32-34
John 3:16-18
John 5:25
John 20:30-31
Hebrews 1:1-3
Hebrews 4:14-15
1John 3:8

1 John 4:14-15
1 John 5:10-13

5. Begin the chart on p.63 by entering the tit&srist’ and ‘Son of God’, along with
notations regarding reference and context.



Mark 1:2-8 Announcing the Good News
6. The Old Testament prophecies quoted in v.2-3rame Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 3:1.
a) Compare these with the description of tlegppet Elijah in 2 Kings 1:7-8.
What do you observe? What similaritiesinobuded in Mark’s description of John?

b) Read Luke 1:13-17, John 1:19-34, and Matth#:13-14, then summarize what you
have learned about John the Baptist.

7. What was John’s message, vv.4-8? Put it into gaun words.

8. Before going further, look up the following waroh a Bible Dictionary.
If you do not have one, use a standard Endiisionary.

Baptize
Repent
Sin
Forgiveness
9. Why do you think the people responded to Jom&ssage the way they did?
(see John 1:19-24; Matthew 3:7)

10. How does John the Baptist describe Jesus?

a) In verses 7-8, what does he say Jesusloill(See also John 1:29-33)

b) How does John contrast the baptism he offers \uthohe Jesus will bring?

c) What would you say is the difference between tha?tw

Personal Application:
Describe a time when you felt a need for a ‘chanded

What kind of change were you hoping for?

If you are feeling this need currently in your Jifehat kind of change are you looking for?

How does the message of John the Baptist give gpe tor change?
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Mark 1:9-13 This is the Son of God

11. Why did Jesus come to be baptized by John? M@k not record a reason.
Read Matthew 3:13-15 and John 1:31-34 befossvering this question.

12. Record your observations regarding His baptism.
a) What was seen? What was heard?

b) Read Isaiah 42:1 and Psalm 2:7. What adiomedo you see between these
prophecies and what happened at thedpaoif Jesus?

Mark 1:14-20 The Kingdom of God is at hand
13. According to v.14, when does Jesus begin Hisaaministry? Where does He go?
Locate Galilee on the map on p.62.

See John 3:22-30 and John 1:35-45 for mawgldegarding this time of transition,
and note the location of the other placextvaire mentioned.

14. Compare the message of Jesus (1:15) with tiathm. (1:2-4)
a) What similarities do you see?

b) What does it mean to ‘believe the gosp&lbu may want to look up “believe” in a
dictionary, and review the meaning odsgel” from Questionl.

15. What might this mean: ‘The Kingdom of God ihahd’? (Each time you encounter
this term throughout Mark’s gospel, makeenaftthe verse number and its context on
the chart entitled “The Kingdom” on p.65.)

16. Mark records how Jesus called His first follosve verses 16-20.
a) Who are the people named in this section?

b) What are their relationships to one an&the
¢) What might it mean for them to ‘follow’ Sles?

d) How do they respond?



Personal Reflection & Application

Do you think of yourself as a ‘follower’ of anyomeanything?

Describe what this means to you, and the efféwiston your life.

What would it take to cause you to leave one thimdjfollow another?

If you have questions about what you have readuslied in this lesson, write them here.



2. The News Gets Out
Mark 1:21-2:22

Capernaum was located along an important trade fooitn Damascus in the North to Egypt in
the South; traders and travelers of every sortgquaggough this region. The early days of Jesus’
ministry in here are characterized by growing creweid word gets out about this man who
silences demons, heals by a word or a touch, aiiehglauthority to forgive sin. He eats with
“sinners,” challenges the religious leaders, arfeedeheir long-established traditions. Their
criticism and opposition are in stark contrast te €bmpassion and power to heal. The people
have never seen anyone like Him, and they flodkito from everywhere.

Mark 1:21-28 Sabbath at the synagogue
Before answering the questions below, look up thesas in a Bible Dictionary:
Sabbath, Synagogue, unclean spirit.

1. Describe what happens in the synagogue, whesept, and the varied responses.
What is it that the people find so amazing alde@sus?

2. This is a startling intrusion into the predideabrder of Sabbath in the synagogue.
Why is it significant that this event happémsre?

3. Demonic activity is a frequent theme in Mark&spel.How does the unclean spirit
identify Jesus? What do you learn from 1 Jol@nr3this regard?

4. Read the following verses and make note of wbatlearn about ‘The Holy One.’

Proverbs 9:10 Psalm 16:10
Luke 1:35 Acts 2: 27-32
John 6:68-69 Acts 3:14-15

Optional: The title “Holy One” appears in the book of Isarabre than 30 times.
Look in a concordance to find and read as naanyou can.

Add this title to the chart on p.63.
Add this miracle to the chart on p.64.
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Personal Reflection & Application

How do you respond to this title ‘The Holy Onetafierence to Jesus?

Write a response to Him here which reflects yow naederstanding of who He is.

Mark 1:29-39 Later the same day
5. Describe the events of the evening at Simoniséo
a) What is the time of day? Who is present? M#hhappening?

b) What most likely caused this crowd to gather

¢) What does Jesus do and say?

d) What do you learn about Simon and his conqpex?

e) What do you learn about Jesus?

Make note of these healings on the chaé4.p

Mark 1:40-45 A leper cleansed

6. Look up “leprosy” in a Bible Dictionary, thenae the following passages from
Leviticus, which contain a portion of the eladte instructions for priests regarding the
identification and treatment of this conditidweviticus 13:1-17 and 14:1-8, 54-57.

a) What do you learn?

b) How does this affect your understandin¢hefhealing Mark describes?

7. Describe the response of Jesus to this man.

a) Why did Jesus instruct the healed man tavstimself to the priests?

b) Why not tell anyone?

c) Add to the chart, p.64.

11



Personal Reflection & Application

In what way can you identify with the leper?
How or when have you felt ‘unclean’ or unaccept&ble

What do you learn about Jesus from the way he redspto this man?

Mark 2:1-12 The Son of Man forgives sin
8. Look up these terms in a Bible Dictionary: pwgtial scribe, blasphemy.
Describe the situation, and the condition efnan they brought to Jesus.

9. According to Jesus, what is the real issue whalt be addressed, and why is this so
shocking to the scribes?

10. What reason does Jesus give for this healing?

11. In verse 10, Jesus refers to Himself as ‘Thed@dan.’
a) Read Daniel 7:13-14. What do you learmfthis passage about the ‘Son of Man’?

b) What is Jesus claiming about himself bpagishis title? Add this title to the chart.
Note: Jesus will use this term many times througMark’s gospel. Each time
you encounter it, make radhe chart of the context in which it is used,
and the response of the hmsare

¢) What else do you learn about Jesus frasmattcount?

Personal Reflection & Application

Describe a time when you were powerless, helptegstally dependent upon others.

Would you feel hopeful or hopeless coming to Jestigs condition? Why?

How might receiving forgiveness for sin allow yourove forward into a healed life?

12



Mark 2:13-22 Defying religious expectations
Before answering the questions, look up these tamrasBible Dictionary: tax collector or
publican, Pharisee, disciple

12. Who is Levi? (see Luke 3:12,13 for additionetadl).
a) Describe the social situation in v.15-16.

b) What might it mean for this man to ‘follclesus’?

13. a) What does Jesus say about himself in v3&€@ Matthew 9:9-13 for more detail)

b) What might each group expect from thisindesus?

¢) Which group do you identify with? Why?

14. Read the following passages, and record whatearn about fasting in regard to
motive, purpose, practice or tradition.

Joel 2:12-14
Isaiah 58:2-8
Matthew 6:16-18
Nehemiah 9:1-3
Luke 2:36-38
Matthew 4:1

15. In response to the question about fasting fyI&sus answers with a series of word
pictures, like tiny parables, verses 19-22.
a) What is the main point of each one?

b) Describe the contrast or comparison irheae.

¢) How do these answer the question askediB8?

Personal Reflection & Application

Which do you see as better: to patch up the ol oeplace it with new? Why?

After studying this lesson, what new thoughts reigay Jesus do you have?
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5. Claiming Authority
2:23-3:35

What isauthority? Anyone cartlaimto have it, but unless their words are backedyurehlity,
they are only an impostor. The Pharisees of Jalysbelieved that their strict adherence to the
letter of the Law gave them the highest authoritgll matters of religious life and conduct.
People marveled at Jesus’ audacity as He challethgédposition, exposing their hypocrisy and
hardness of heart. He spoke and acted as thougladtgenuineauthority, the undisputeidpht to
speak for God. In every conversation He pressedigr the surface of ceremonial religious
regulations to reveal the true heart of God’s Law.

Mark 2:23-3:6 __Lord of the Sabbath
1. Mark frequently mentions the Sabbath. Readdhewing passages, record what you
learn, and then summarize your understandingsdamportance in Jewish culture.
Genesis 2:1-3
Exodus 16:22-30
Exodus 20:8-11
Exodus 31:12-17
Exodus 35:2-3
Leviticus 23:3
Deuteronomy 5:15
Isaiah 56:2
Isaiah 58:13-14
Jeremiah 17:21-22

Summary:

2. Considering the Old Testament passages yougadt in what ways would you say that
the Sabbath ‘was made for man’?

3. To understand the background behind Mark 2:23e&&1 1 Samuel 21:1-6 and
Leviticus 24:5-9. How do these help you untierd Jesus’ response to the Pharisees?

4. What is the difference between these two id#das:Sabbath was made for man’ and
‘man was made for the Sabbath’? (2:27).
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5. In verse 28 Jesus describes Himself as ‘Lorth @f¢he Sabbath’, and connects this to

the ‘Son of Man’.
a) As commonly used, what does ‘Lord’ mean8e(ld dictionary)

b) What might He be trying to communicatédie hearers?

6. Compare the following verses, and write a statdrthat expresses your understanding

of the ‘rest’ that Jesus offers.

Matthew 11:28-29
Jeremiah 6:16
Hebrews 4:9-11
Colossians 2:16-23

Personal Reflection & Application

What does it mean to you personally that Jesuseid.brd of Rest?

What kind of rest does He offer you?

7. How does the Sabbath healing in Mark 3:1-6 edlatthe previous section, 2:23-28?

a) Describe the emotional responses of therobse
Why do you think they responded this way?

b) Why were the religious leaders watching d@su

c) Who were the Herodians? (Look them up!) Whght Mark include this detail?

Add this new title and healing to the appropridiarts.
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Personal Reflection & Application

How do you respond when your ‘religious expectati@me disrupted?

What is withered in your life that needs to be oe=i?

What new thoughts do you have regarding Jesus? Wlestions do you have?

Mark 3:7-19 Dealing with Crowds
8. Locate the regions described on the map, p. 62.
a) How does Mark describe the scene? Whabdmpserve?

b) How does Jesus respond to the crowds?

9. What do you make of the fact that the demonsigeehave no trouble recognizing
his authority? (see James 2:19, Isaiah 45&3RBilippians 2:10)

10. What three reasons are given for why Jesusselsabe twelve?

11. What details are recorded about these indils@u&/hy might it be important for
Mark’s readers to know these things?

Mark 3:20-35 A house divided
12. Look up Beelzebul in a Bible Dictionary.
a) What is the significance of the accusatiorade against Jesus, v.21-22?

b) What do you learn from the word-picturesuses in response to each charge?
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13.

14.

15.

17.

18.

19.

Review the definition of ‘blasphemy’ from Less®. What new information regarding
blasphemy does Jesus offer here? (Compswelahn 15:22-24; Acts 7:51)

Read John 16:8-15, then make a list of all ybatdiscover about the work of the
Holy Spirit.

From what you have studied, how would you nefing ‘blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit'?

What have you discovered about the relationseipreen Jesus and His family from
Mark 3:31-35? (Compare v.21, 31-33)

Considering all that you have studied so faviark’s gospel, what do you think
Jesus has in mind when He speaks in v.33RB&%ew Mark 1:15)

How does a person become “family” to Jesus?tWinght it mean to be a member of
His family? Read the following verses befgoel write your answer.

John 1:12-13

John 3:3

Galatians 4:4-7

Romans 8:14-17, 28-30

1 Peter 1:3-5

Personal Reflection & Application

Is there any way in which your spiritual houseisgded? What will you do about it?

What does it mean to you to ‘do the will of Godt@aling to this lesson?

If you are not already a member of Jesus’ familyais keeping you from becoming
one?

17



4. The Voice that Commands Obedience
4:1- 5:20

What kind of listener are you? Six times in thissien Jesus mentiorars that hearand He tells

His followers to take care how they listen. Mosbjple have ears, but ears must be connected to
receptive hearts in order for truth to penetratarfvadds that Jesus spoke the word in parables to
them,“so far as they were able to hear itThe word ‘parable’ is from the Greglarabolewhich
means “to place beside, to cast alongside.” Igiitglest definition, a parable is a story that ptac
one thing beside another for the purpose of tegcliarables are puzzling by design, but the
images stick in the mind; they batkvealandconcea) awakening an appetite for spiritual truth in
those with ‘ears to heaNVhat kind of listener argou?

Mark 4:1-25 Listen to this!

1. Observe the elements of the parable carefuthyn fverses 3-9.
Describe the different types of soil, and wdhedus says about each.

2. What do you think Jesus means by ‘He who hastedrear, let him hear?’ (v. 9)

3. Jesus quotes Isaiah 6:9-12 as He answers Hiplds question in v.9-11.
a) Why does He speak in parables?

b) What effect is intended for his listeners?
(see also Proverbs 25:2 and Deuteronon2929

4. How does Jesus explain the parable?
What insight do you gain regarding each sqiktgnd its effect on the seed?

5. What do you learn from verses 21-25 about holisten?

Personal Reflection & Application

How would you describe your spiritual hearing?

Fit yourself into this parable: What kind of soifleayou? Do you think soil can change?
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Mark 4:26-34 More parables
6. For each parable, identify the main elementsydine and point.

a) Parable of the Seed, v. 26-29
Main elements:
Story line:
Point of the story:

b) Parable of the Mustard Seed, v. 30-32
Main elements:
Story line:
Point of the story:

c) What do these stories have in common? Int wags do they differ?

7. What have you learned about the Kingdom of Gadi® these to the chart on p.65

8. Look back over 4:1-34 to find which words, plesser ideas are repeated.
List what you find. What do you make of this?

9. Verse 34 says that Jesus explained everythiagtely to his disciples (learners).
a) What does this imply about what you needadn order to understand his teaching?

b) How might you put this into practice?

Mark 4:35-41 The wind and sea obey
10. Describe the circumstances, noting the alhefdetail Mark includes.

11. What is the attitude of the disciples towarsuu3e

a) Compare their fear of v.38 with their fear. 41. What is the difference? Why?

b) Why does Jesus ask them about their fiaitt 407?

¢) Add this miracle to the appropriate chart.
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Personal Reflection & Application

What is your typical response to the storms o?life

What have you learned about Jesus that would taigg respond differently?

Mark 5:1-20 Controlling the uncontrollable
12. Locate this event on the map. Why might thtstmn be significant?

13. What is responsible for this man’s conditiorés€ibe his behavior.
Compare the man’s condition in v.2-5 with5;.and describe the difference.

14. How is Jesus identified in v. 7? (See also Aétd6-17 and Hebrews 7:1)

Add this title to the chart on p.64.

15. Why do you think the people respond the way thein verses 16-177?

16. What assignment does Jesus give to the heaadwi9? Why do you think this is?

Personal Reflection & Application

This man was utterly controlled by his demons, bargelf-destruction.
In what way(s) might you identify with him?

What do you learn about Jesus from this lesson?

What questions do you have?
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5. The Touch that Heals
5:21-6:32

People were always trying to touch Jesus as Hega®ghat kind of touch were they seeking?
Some just wanted to get well from their sickness for others the need was much more urgent.
They were reaching out forreew life because the life they knew was a living deatme&h

different Greek words for healing occur in thisrdedic account, giving us insight into exactly
what these people were seeking from Jesus. Aseamhrout to touch the Healer, are you seeking
only relief from suffering, or are you looking farwhole new life?

Mark 5:21-34 In the midst of the crowd

1. Two very different individuals come to Jesushearling. Imagine how desperate for
help each must be. Describe each one bel&imgiaote of emotions and details.
Consider their social and spiritual statusirtheeds, their approach to Jesus, and their
expectation. In what ways are they similar? Hmathey differ?

The woman

Her circumstances and need:

Her emotional condition:

Her social and spiritual status:

(see Leviticus 15:19-33 for the implicatiafder condition and her actions)
Her approach:

Her expectation:

Note:In v. 28, “get well” is a Greek word which meapsitliver or saveThis word,sozq has a
range of meanings. The three most common are theseaterial and temporal deliverance from danger or
suffering. 2) spiritual and eternal salvation gradtby God to those who believe in Christ. 3) presen
experience of God’'s power to deliver from the bayedaf sin A different Greek word is used in v. 29,
meaning'‘to restore to bodily health by physical treatméntin v. 34, Jesus says to her, “Your faith has
savedyou (same word as in v.28), but then He addsjrigieace and bgound in body (whole)”

Jairus:
His circumstances and need:
His emotional condition:
His social and spiritual status:
His approach:
His expectation:
Noteln v. 23, Jairus asks for his daughtebtodelivered (sozas in meaning 1 above.)

Use this space to make note of any other obsensayou make.
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Mark 5:35- 43 In a quiet room
2. There is a dramatic change in circumstance pteden v.35.
a) What is now different for Jairus?

b) Is anything different for Jesus? What mitlait be?

3. Compare the statement Jesus makes to the waornvai4 with what he says to Jairus
in v.36. How do these relate to one another?

4. Observe how many voices are offering informationerses 35-41. List them below,
along with each one’s basic message. Whiatevouly defines the situation?

5. Look back over verses 21-43, then answer thewalg questions.
a) How are these healings similar to one am@thewhat ways do they differ?

b) What do you learn about Jesus from the veageBponds to these peoples’ needs?

c) What do you learn about Jesus from the nrannghich he heals each one?

d) Add these miracles to the chart on p.64.

Personal Reflection & Application

When circumstances seem hopeless, which voicesateimg) loudest in your ears?
How do you know which voice speaks truth?
Are there needs in your life which call for the g touch of Jesus?

What is stopping you from bringing them to Him?

What do you want Him to do? How might you reachfoutis healing touch?
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Mark 6:1-6 _Hometown Unbelievers
6. Locate Nazareth on the map, p.62.
Why do you think people in his hometown resptindesus as they do?

7. What do you learn about Jesus and His family?

8. What relationship do you see between miracldsbafief /Junbelief?

Mark 6:7-13 Sending out the Twelve
9. a) Why do you think Jesus sends them out apthiig? (Consider the locale)

b) What does he expect them to do?
¢) What instruction does he give them?

d) Describe their message and activities.

Mark 6:14-32 Herod hears and fears
10. Who is Herod? (Use a Bible Dictionary)
Note: This is Herod Antipas, a son of Herod thedgre

a) What do you learn from this passage abmsutharacter?

b) Why is the question of Jesus’ identitportant to him?

11. Verses 7-13 and verses 30-32 seem to senaoésids to this account regarding
Herod. Why do you think Mark includes thsode at this point in his story?

12. Why is it important for the twelve to get awayd rest at this time?

Personal Reflection & Application

Why might it be important for you to get away aast?

Make a time this week to get away with the LORRES®T. (2:27-28)

23



b. Bread and Tradition: Breaking Both
6:33-7:37

Jesus often behaved or spoke in such an unexp®aeteder that His followers weren’t sure they'd
heard Him correctly. He often spoke of ‘ears tiedyr,” indicating that it's possible to register the
sound of words without truly grasping their meani@bildren sometimes play a game where a
message is passed from one to the next by whigpigria neighbor’s ear. The point is to see if the
message can be transmitted accurately by the tihesipassed through several sets of ears and
lips. As each one repeats what they believe thaydhé's easy to see that defective hearing
results in defective speech! After His death arstimection, Jesus would be entrusting His
message to His followers to communicate to the dyat He took great pains to make sure they
truly understood what they heard. Howy@ur spiritual hearing?

Mark 6:33-44 Bread for a crowd
1. What does Mark tell us about Jesus’ attitudeatovthe crowds?

2. Why might Jesus expect His disciples to “giventhsomething to eat”?
(review 6:7-8, 12-13, 30)

3. What is their response, and why?

4. From verses 38-44, describe this event in detailng especially the numbers.
What do you find most astonishing about this?

5. What do you learn about Jesus from this event?

Personal Reflection & Application

When faced with a seemingly impossible situatidmnchvare you more likely to do:
‘work the problem’ or bring it to Jesus? Give reasdor your response.
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Mark 6:45-56 _The wind and sea revisited
6. Locate Bethsaida on the map. What other dedaéés Mark supply?

7. Read the other gospel accounts (Matthew 14:22% 6:15-21) before answering

the questions below.
a) What additional information do Matthew alwhn provide about this event?

b) How is this event different from the oneMiark 4:35-417

c) How is it similar?

8. Why do you think they had ‘not gained any insilgbm the incident of the loaves™?

9. In verse 56, Mark describes how the crowd psessas soon as they arrive at the other
side of the lake.

a) What are the people seeking to do?

b) Read the following passages. What do yatnlabout why they would want to
touch the fringe or “tassel” of His garrtien
Numbers 15:37-40
Malachi 4:2 (the word translateoshgsalso means the “flap of a garment”)
Job 26:12-14
Matthew 9:20

¢) Add these miracles to the chart on p.64.

Personal Reflection & Application

When you reach out for Jesus, what do you expeuwttélido?

Look back over these miracles and think carefutigw a time when Jesus met your
crucial need for provision or rescue. What is tladition of your heart, as you consider
his power to rescue and provide?

Write a prayer of thanksgiving or repentance, othho
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Mark 7:1-13 Breaking Tradition
10. What do you learn about Jewish traditions fkarses 1-5?

11. Why does Jesus quote Isaiah’s prophecy in ib@sgithem? (see Isaiah 29:13)
a) What does He say is the effect of thadition? (v.13)

b) Can you think of any modern-day equiveden

Personal Reflection & Application

Think about your own spiritual traditions. Are tleesiny ways in which you have elevated
them over the truth of God’'s Word? Write aboutateh

Consider writing a prayer based upon what you Haeened about yourself and about
Jesus from your study of this passage. Includerit.h

Mark 7:14-23 True Defilement
12. What igdefilemert? (Consult a dictionary or a Bible Dictionary)

a) According to Jesus, what truly defilgseason?

b) How does this differ from the traditionadderstanding of his listeners?

c) Is there any way in which it differs froraur own understanding? Describe it.

13. How do the following passages relate to whatigsays in verses 18-237?
Jeremiah 17:9
John 2:25
Galatians 5:19-21
Colossians 2:20-23
Romans 14:17
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Mark 7:24-30 __Among the Gentiles

14. Locate this region on the map.
Read Matthew’s account of this event (Mattléa21-28), then answer the questions.
a) What is this woman’s background and race?

b) Why is this important for Mark’s readeoskinow?
¢) How does she approach Jesus?
d) How do the disciples respond to her?
e) How does Jesus respond?
f) How does the woman’s answer demonstratédih in Jesus?
g) What do you make of this puzzling conveos&
Mark 7:31-37 Opening Deaf Ears

15. Locate this region on the map.
a) What happened the last time Jesus vidliischrea? (see 5:1-20)

b) What is distinctive about this miracle?dAtto the chart.

Personal Reflection & Application

Look back at Lesson 4 to see how you answeredugstign “How is your spiritual
hearing?” Has there been any change in your heaongstening since then?
If so, describe what is different.
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1. Deeper Understanding
8:1-9:1

Have you ever experienced a day in your life wheddenly everything changed? Maybe
you witnessed an event which forced you to recamnsihat is real, or you might have
encountered a person who caused you to reevalaatdife. Perhaps a sudden “ah ha!”
moment caused a radical shift in your perspec@rapter 8 of Mark’s gospel is this sort
of turning point for the followers of Jesus. Theyvh arrived at a true understanding of
His identity, but now they will begin to learn ttree nature of His mission. He begins to
speak pointedly of His death, and tells them, fif@ne wishes to come after Me, let him
deny himselfandtake up his crossaandfollow Me.”

Mark 8:1-10 Food for all
1. Compare this event with the one in 6:34-44 ®naar the following questions.
a) Where does this event take place? (see 7:31)

b) What might this indicate about the crowd?

c) How is this event different from the oneclmapter 6? What is the same?

2. Look back over what has occurred between thesevents, 6:45-7:37. How does
this add to your understanding?

Mark 8:11-26 ‘Do you not yet understand?’
3. What were the Pharisees seeking, and why?

a) Why does Jesus respond to them as He does?

Personal Reflection & Application

Have you ever demanded that Jesus ‘prove himsgjot on your terms?
What was the result?

4. While crossing in the boat, why does Jesus Wam about ‘leaven’?
Look up “leaven” in a Bible Dictionary. What ¢ou think He means?
(Compare Matthew 16:11, 12)
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5. Have you noticed how often ‘seeing’ and ‘hedrarg mentioned in our study?
In v.18 Jesus quotes from Jeremiah and Ezdkezd these two passages, then
write how they relate to both the Phariseestaritle disciples.

Jeremiah 5:20-23
Ezekiel 12:2

6. By now, given all that the disciples had expseexl, what should they have understood
about Jesus?

Personal Reflection & Application

What are you struggling to understand from our gtad far? Write your questions here.

7. Observe carefully the two-stage miracle thatiated in vv.22-25.
Mark appears to highlight this healing in ortteemphasize a theme. Look back over
the verses below to help you identify whas ithen write a short sentence describing
this theme.

Mark 4:9, 12, 15, 16, 18, 20, 23, 33
Mark 7:16, 37

Mark 4:3, 24

Mark 5:27

Mark 6:11, 20

Mark 7:14, 25

Mark 8:18

Still ahead:
Mark 9:7

Mark 11:14
Mark 12:29, 37
Mark 13:7
Mark 16:11

A major theme in Mark’s gospel is:
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Mark 8:27-33 ‘Who do you say | am?’
8. Locate Caesarea Philippi on the map.
Look it up in an encyclopedia. What is thisioegknown for?

9. What various answers are given to Jesus’ questia.27-28? (Compare 6:14-15)

a) How do these compare with some of the a&gple answer this question today?

b) Why are these answers unsatisfactory?

10. This conversation marks a turning point ingtoey.

Why might Jesus ask this piercing questio®9) at this point in his ministry?

a) What is the meaning of Peter’s answer?

b) Why do you think Jesus now begins to teach sfddifering, rejection and death?

11. Why does he rebuke Peter so strongly in v.33?

a) What does it mean to set your mind on santerests instead of God’'s?

b) How can we tell if we are doing this?

¢) What additional insight do you gain fronatthew 4:8-10 and Romans 8:5-8.

Personal Reflection & Application

Who do you say Jesus is? What reasons do you biayeur answer?
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Mark 8:34-38 What it means to follow
12. Why might Jesus address both the multitudeedisas His disciples at this point?

13. In verses 34-37 Jesus uses several pairs thsting words and phrases to describe
following Him.
a) List them.

b) What might each of these mean to hisriets?
‘deny himself':
‘take up his cross’ :
‘follow’ :
¢) What do these indicate to you about titaneeof what He is asking?
d) How do these ideas differ from what th&cgiles may have had in mind?

14. What else does Jesus say about those who fbllowand about the Son of Man?

15. Write down any new thoughts or discoveries abalowing Jesus.

Personal Reflection & Application

What do these terms suggest to you personally?

Do you think of yourself as a ‘follower of Jesug/hy or why not?
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8. & Different Kind of King

Mark 9:2-50

Jesus has been proclaiming the Kingdom of God gttecBrst stepped into public ministry. His
disciples now recognize Him as King, but they dilelearning exactly whakind of a King He is.

In any kingdom, the character and conduct of the kietermine how life works for the citizens of
that kingdom. Earthly rulers hand out favors tosth@ their inner circle; they are surrounded by
status-seekers, flatterers, and the power-hundpnig. i$ the attitude of Jesus’ followers too, so/the
are understandably confused and fearful when Hmbég talk about suffering and death. No
king in their experience has ewdiedfor his subjects! What kind of Kinig He?

Mark 9:2-13 This is My beloved Son!
1. Using a Bible Dictionary, look upansfigure andtabernacles or booths

2. Review Mark 8:34-9:1. Keeping this in mind, dése this event:

a) Who is there?

b) What are they doing? (See Luke 9:28-36 soalier what they were discussing.)

¢) What happens?

3. Using a Bible Dictionary, look up Elijah and Miss Why do you think these two are
present with Jesus here? What might they sepit@

4. Read about the Feast of Booths in Leviticus 238 and Nehemiah 8:14-17, then read

Isaiah 4:4-6. How does this help you understahg Peter talks of ‘tabernacles’ or
‘booths’?

5. What is the significance of the voice that &gaa v. 7?

a) When have you heard this proclamation le&for

b) See 2 Peter 1:16-18 for Peter’'s own refarda this event.
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6. Read the following passages and record whatlismover about the cloud.

Exodus 13:21,22
Exodus 19:9
Exodus 24:15-18
Exodus 33:7-11
Exodus 40:36-38
Numbers 9:15-22
1 Kings 8:10-12
Isaiah 4:5,6
Daniel 7:13

7. As they descend the mountain, questions arisgle\Wesus makes no direct quotation
inv.12, it is likely that the passage He hamind is Isaiah 52:13-53:12, and perhaps
Psalm 22. Peter weaves this language intovaisstatement in 1 Peter 2:21-25.

Read these passages, then write out your resgorthe suffering of the Son of Man.

Mark 9:14-29 A King Who Can
8. Describe the situation that had developed wleks was on the mountain.

a) What were this father’s expectations?

b) Why was he disappointed?

9. What is the heart of the issue, according tasleand how does the man deal with his
unbelief? (v.19, 22-24)

10. Why couldn’t the disciples cast out this demAndd to the chart, p.64.

Personal Reflection & Application

What do you think it means to ‘believe’?

How is your belief like or unlike this man’s?
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Mark 9:30-32_A King who will die
11. Again Jesus emphasizes what lies ahead, v.Bat Woes Mark tell us about the
disciples? Why do you think they were afriacsk?

Personal Reflection & Application

If you were among them, how would you be feeling?

Are you ever afraid to ask the Lord about sometlyimg don’t understand? Why is this?

Mark 9:33-50 Status in the Kingdom
12. Why do you think they had been discussing whbiwé of them was the greatest?

13. What does it mean to ‘receive’? (v.37)
14. Read the following verses, and then answeqtiestions below.
Matthew 10:40; Luke 10:16; John 13:20
a) How do these relate to the point Jestsaching?

b) Why is it important teeceivethe One who sent Him?

15. Why do you think Jesus uses a child to illusttéis point?

a) Why is this concept so important for tR2etd grasp?

16. What did the disciples find so upsetting in8y.8nd why?

a) How does this relate to their attitude.i3¢?

b) Compare verses 33 and 34 with the enedfev50. What connection do you see?
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17. Read Matthew 25:31-40. How does it relate i® passage?

18. What kind of ‘following’ does Jesus describeriB9-48? How does it strike you?

Personal Reflection & Application

How would you describe your style of ‘following’?

How does it compare to the undivided exclusivity tlesus calls for?
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9. Kk Nery Different Kingdom
10:1-45

In earthly kingdoms, rewards are given on the bafsseniority, rank, personal merit, favoritism,
or even bribery. It is not so in the Kingdom of Gddsus is a very different kind of king, and His
kingdom isreceived not achieved or earned. There is no negotiabngdsition or power, no
under-the-table bargaining; favors can’t be bouglgold, and every citizen is expectecéove

all of the others. In fact, in this Kingdomie King is the greatest servant of, allho gives His

own life as a ransom for many. Citizens in His Klom are called to follow His example.

Mark 10:1-12 A Kingdom of undivided loyalty

1. What seems to be behind the Pharisees’ quesiaut divorce?
Read Deuteronomy 24:1-5 for background.

2. What issue does Jesus identify as the sourtegfroblem?

a) How do the following verses help you to wstend what Jesus says here about
marriage and divorce?

Isaiah 62:3-5
Isaiah 54:4-8
Jeremiah 3:1
Malachi 2:13-16
Matthew 5:27-32
Matthew 19:3-12

b) How do these passages connect this corti@rsaith the single-minded devotion
described in Mark 9:43-50? Consider 8Bgour answer.

Mark 10:13-16 A Kingdom of Receivers
3. Compare Mark 9:33-37 with 10:13-16
a) What connection do you see? How do thesadeats fit together?

b) What might it mean that ‘the kingdom of Gmelongs to such as these’?

c) What does this indicate about social status ortiposin the Kingdom?

d) Enter your observations of the Kingdom onto thetcha

Personal Reflection & Application

How might you ‘receive the kingdom of God as adthil
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Mark 10:17-31 “You can't take it with you”
4. a) What is this man’s primary concern?

b) Why is he so upset by the answer he recéives Jesus? (vv.21-22)

c) In your view, what is the difference betwéeeping the Lawandfollowing Jesu®

5. What word-picture does Jesus use to descrilvg iemd the kingdom of God? (v.25)

a) Why is this idea so astonishing to his fists?

b) Why might Jesus call them ‘children’ in v22(Review 9:33-37 and 10:13-16)

6. What assurance does He give to His hearers.#v\and 29-317?
Enter your observations of the Kingdom athie chart.

7. Compare 10:27 and 31 with 9:35. What does #yg@ you about the difference
between human perspective and heavenly values

Mark 10:32-45 A Kingdom of Servants

8. This is now the fourth time Jesus has warneddiliswers about what lies ahead,
vv.33-34. Look back at each occurrence, amdpare the circumstances and the
disciples’ response. (8:27-33; 9:9-11; 9:20-3):32-34)

a) What do you observe?

b) Why do you think they were they amazed faadful as they followed Him?

9. What do you think prompts the brothers to regjgpecial positions in the coming
Kingdom? What response does it provoke antbagthers?
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10. How does Jesus correct their understandingah ef the verses listed below?
(See also Matthew 10:24-25)

Mark 10:38
Mark 10:39-40

Mark 10:42-44
Mark 10:45

11. What is the purpose of a ransom? Why does Escribe himself this way?

Personal Reflection & Application

How have you experienced this sort of status-sgekimong followers of Jesus?

What does this attitude indicate?

According to Jesus, what should your attitude be?

What questions do you have regarding the Kingdo@ad? Write them here.
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0. The 'Son of David'
10:46-12:12

The Man from Nazareth was not the Messiah thadélwésh religious leaders were expecting;He
did not behave the way they thought he should Heutlid do exactly as their prophets had
predicted, opening the eyes of the blind and thhe efathe deaf, healing the lame and cleansing
lepers, preaching good news to the poor and thalogutcast, and even raising dead people to
life. Jesus was so obviously the Promised Oneatbett ablind man could see it, but those who
presumedo seerejected Him. This had been foretold by the psstifithe stone which the
builders rejected has become the chief cornerstbhis. is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous
in our eyes.”(Psalm 118:22-23)

Mark 10:46-52 Seeing the Son of David
1. Locate Jericho on the map. Write down the biirath’s name, and any other details.

2. a) When the blind man calls out to Jesus whatdoes he use? What does he ask for?
b) What does this tell you about his view cfuk®

c) What does he expect to see?

3. Read the following verses and record what yawnl@bout the “Son of David.”
2 Samuel 7: 12-16
Isaiah 9:6-7
Psalm 89:3, 35-36
Isaiah 16:5
Jeremiah 23:5-6
Zechariah 13:1
Matthew 1:1

Add this title and healing to the appropridtarts.

Personal Reflection & Application

This man was healed so that he could witness wdhatdst wanted to see, the coming of
the Son of David. Why do you want to be healed? \hgou most want to see?

Mark 11:1-11 The King comes in
4. Find on the map the places named in v.1.
Read Psalm 118:19-26, and Zechariah 9:9-10.
What do you learn from this about what the peape expecting?
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6. In verse 9, Mark emphasizes two grodtimse who went in front and those who
followed after.” Both groups are singing the same words, but jpsringth a different
expectation. Why might some be out in front?0Mtight be following behind?

Personal Reflection & Application

Which group would you rather be with? Why?

7. Given their earlier expectations, how do youlithe twelve might have felt when
they left the Temple that evening without &mef? (v.11)

Mark 11:12-26 _The King cleans house
8. Using a Bible Dictionary, look ufig tree Record what you learn about this tree.

9. From the following verses, what insight do yaingabout the symbolism of the fig
tree? (This is a very small sample.) Summanizat you learn.
1 Kings 4:25
Song of Solomon 2:10-13
Isaiah 34:4
Jeremiah 8:12-13
Micah 7:1-2
Habakkuk 3:17-19
Proverbs 27:18

Optional:For further study, use a concordance to find nranye references to the
fig tree. As you read thehe picture will become clearer. Make any
additional notes below:
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Mark has bracketed the cleansing of the Templé5-17, by his account of the fig

tree, vv.13, 20. He comments in v.18 on #sponse of the religious leaders. Consider
this context carefully in light of the scupés you have read above. Read the passages
listed below, then answer this question:

What might Jesus be illustrating by what ftetd the fig tree?

Luke 13:6-9
Matthew 3:7-10
Matthew 7:15-23
Matthew 12:33,34
Matthew 21:43

From verses 15-17, what reason does Jesu$ogikies shocking actions?

a) See Isaiah 56:6- and Jeremiah 7:1-1fhopassages which He quotes.

b) Read Isaiah 1:10-17. How do these verdate to the activities of the religious
authorities in relation to the peopl@rship as they came to offer sacrifice?

What connection do you see between Mark 11n#i714:24-25?

From verses 22-25, what connection do you segeden faith, prayer and
forgiveness? (The following passages wit &dther insight.)

Matthew 6:8-15
Matthew 7:7-11
John 14:13-14
John 15:7-8.

Personal Reflection & Application

From all that you have studied so far, what wouwdd gay is God’s business?

Whose business are you pursuing, God’s or your dgxp?ain your answer.
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Mark 11:27-33 The King's authority
14. Why is the question of authority so importantte religious leaders?

15. Why does Jesus bring up the subject of Johapsism? (vv.29-30)
Before answering, review John’s messagerkMal-8. See also Matthew 3:7-12)

16. Looking back over all that you have studiedadide the many ways Jesus has
demonstrated his authority. The charts oraoh#s and titles may be of help to you.
Authority in the spiritual realm:
Authority over the natural world:
Authority over material substances:
Authority over tradition:
Authority over disease and death:

Personal Reflection & Application

How does the authority of Jesus apply in your life?

Is there any area of your life where you have mbttgusted His authority?
Why or why not?

Mark 12:1-12 The King's Vineyard
17. Compare this parable with Isaiah 5:1-7.
a) How are they similar? How do they differ?

c) What is the main point of the story asuddslls it?
18. In verse 10 Jesus quotes from Psalm 118:22.

a) How does this relate to the parable?

b) What is the response of the religious ¢ées@

c¢) In what way is this parable ‘against them’

Personal Reflection & Application
What authority is at work in your life?

Whose vineyard are you?
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I. Trick Questions
12:13-44

A “trick question” is often used as a weapon tatigan argument, or to expose and humiliate an
opponent. Have you ever been trapped in this wégad who opposed Jesus were often in
conflict with one another as well, but these groj@ised forces in their efforts to discredit Him by
posing what they saw as unanswerable questionsmomstrate that He could not possibly be
Messiah. Even today, many people utilize the samiict to avoid facing up to the truth in regard
to Jesus Christ. They hide behind trivial or invallet arguments rather than deal with the deeper
guestions of the heart.

Mark 12:13-17 Taxes
1. Using a Bible Dictionary, look up Herodians. Revwhat you know about Pharisees.

a) What has caused these two political pattiesiite in this effort?
b) What do you observe about their approach?

c) Why is their question a trap?

2. How does Jesus expose their hypocrisy? (Seestaehi@6-27; Genesis 5:1-2)

3. What do you think it means to be ‘made in thagmand likeness of God’?

Personal Reflection & Application

Do you think of yourself as made in the likenessad? What does this mean to you?

In the context of the passage above, what mighedn for you to ‘render to God what is
God’'s'?

How might your life be different if you were tddel this instruction of Jesus?

43



Mark 12:18-27 Resurrection
4. Using a Bible Dictionary, look up the Sadducees.
How are they different from the Pharisees &edHerodians?

5. Why did the Sadducees regard this questiontiask&

6. According to Jesus, what two things were atdat of their error?
a) Read Deuteronomy 25:5-10, then explain HenSadducees were missing the point.
b) Read Exodus 3:6, and 13-15. How were thesfakén about the nature of God?
¢) How do these two things relate to one an@the

d) How did the Sadducees’ preoccupation withatprevent them from seeing truth?

Personal Reflection & Application

How does your understanding of who God is influgrae attitude toward scripture?

How does your understanding of scripture relatgaar view of the power of God?

Do you ever find yourself so preoccupied with &ithat you miss God’s point?

Mark 12:28-34 The heart of the Law
7. Using a Bible Dictionary, look up Scribes.
What position did they hold in the religiousrmmunity?

8. Read Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18.
How do these two commandments relate to ontharid
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9. As a Scribe, this man would have been very famiith the following passages. What
does Jesus observe about him in v.34? Readetkes/below, then comment on why
Jesus told him he was ‘not far from the kingdainGod'.

1 Samuel 15:22-23
Psalm 51:15-17
Psalm 40:6-8
Hosea 6:6

Micah 6:6-8

Personal Reflection & Application

What does it mean for you to ‘love the Lord youdGo
With all your heart:

With all your mind:

With all your soul:

With all your strength:

Mark 12:35-37 The Christ, the Son of David
10. Review what you learned about the Son of Davicesson 10.

11. Mark records that Jesus quoted only the fiesse& of Psalm 110, but it is possible that
He commented on the whole Psalm. Read Pshimi1/.
a) Why do you think Jesus quotes this Psalm?

b) Why do you think the people respondechay tid?

Mark 12:38-44 Appearances can be deceiving
12. Early in his ministry, Jesus had taught abaigla view of giving.
Read Matthew 6:1-6.
a) How does this Matthew passage conneshtt Jesus observes in Mark 12:417?

b) What connection do you see between \artDHis observations regarding the
woman'’s offering?

c) Compare the religious leaders with thdow and describe the difference.
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Personal Reflection & Application

How do these attitudes and actions show up in tineent day?

In what ways might you be calling attention to ygiving or prayers?

13. What have you learned from this lesson abaiKihgdom of God?
Reviewing your chart may help you write yamswer.

Personal Reflection & Application

Are there any ways in which your understandindhefKingdom has changed?
Describe these differences.

What questions are still unanswered?
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2. The King Will Return
13:1-37

A few years ago a billboard appeared alongsidea foeeway proclaiming “Judgment Day” for a
specific date a few weeks into the future, alontpwaiphone number to call for more information.
How would you respond to such a proclamation? Dioe’'deceived! Even Jesus Himself declined
to give a specific date for His return, but He gide some very specific information in regard to
the attitudes He desires from those who look far $éicond coming. What preparations does He
expect us to make? How shall we live as we wagRslendicated that these questions are more
important than knowing the exact day or hour.

Mark 13:1-2 A false sense of security

1. Jesus predicts that the Temple will be compldtah down. His disciples are shocked
by His words, but ihashappened before in the history of the nation Hds Read the
following verses to discover when and why Gad brought this about in the past, both
to the tabernacle at Shiloh and to Solomonimfle in Jerusalem. What do you learn?

Psalm 78:56-61
Jeremiah 7:12-14
Jeremiah 26:4-6

2 Kings 25:8-17
Jeremiah 52:12-23
Isaiah 66:1,2

2. For more insight, read the following verses. Himthese add to your understanding?
Luke 19:41-44
Matthew 12:6-7
John 2:19-22
Hebrews 9:2-14

Mark 13:3- 13 Don’t be misled, Don’t worry

3. Describe the conditions that Jesus predicts.t\&8t@uld His followers expect?
Political conditions:
Religious conditions:
Social conditions:

4. According to Jesus, how should His followerpoesl to these things?

a) In what ways might they be misled?

b) What might they be worried about?

¢) What would you say is the main pointlostsection?
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Mark 13:14-27 The Son of Man will come
4. Read Daniel 11:31-33 and 12:10-13 regardingAlbemination of Desolation.”
a) What do you learn?

b) Describe any encouragement you find in tipessages.

5. The imagery Jesus uses in verses 24 - 25 orcaeveral Old Testament prophecies.
Read the passages below and record what you lea
What insights do they add to your reading of E3?
Isaiah 13:9-13
Ezekiel 32:7
Joel 2:10-14, 31-32
Joel 3:14-17
Revelation 6:12-17, 8:12

6. In the midst of describing these frighteningaitions to come...

a) What does Jesus specifically warn about?

b) What does He tell His followers about God?

¢) How should this encourage them?

7. How do Jesus’ words in v.26 and 27 add to yowalesstanding of the ‘Son of Man'?

8. What would you say is the main point of thistsesr?
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Mark 13:28-37 No one knows when
9. In v. 28, Jesus says “Ndearn the parablérom the fig tree.” What do you learn?

10. What does it mean to “be alert?”
a) How many times does Jesus mention hisygassage?
b) What does this tell you about its impoda?
¢) What happens when onex@t alert to danger?

d) Read the parable in Luke 12:36-40. Wibainection do you see?

11. What does Jesus say about His words in v.317?
How do the following passages relate to watsays?
Isaiah 40:8
John 1:1-3
Psalm 33:6
Psalm 148:8
John 1:14
Hebrews 11:3
2 Peter 3:3-7

12. What would you say is the main point of thistisen?

Personal Reflection & Application

Looking back over the whole section, vv.2-36,
What specific statements of comfort and encouragedeeyou find?

What does it mean to you that His word “will notsgaaway” (v.30)?

How does Jesus expect his followers to live asthesnts unfold?

How does this affect your perspective on world &s7n

What effect should it have on your perspective ndigg personal troubles?
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5. The King 15 Betrayed
14:1-52

It is no coincidence that the arrest and crucifixad Jesus took place at the Passover. This should
have been a time of joyful remembrance, but we tlireddisciples confused and clueless,
apparently completely unaware of Judas’ intendegictnery. Opposition has reached fever-pitch,
and they are fearful. Mark’s account poses vividt@sts: we see Jesus tenderly acknowledge a
woman’s devotion in the face of the disciples’ img@vity; in the garden their gut reactions are in
stark relief to His purposeful determination; Judasays and Petedenieswhile the rest run

away in fearAnd yet at the very center of these swirling evéntse quiet observance of the
Passover Seder, as Jesus unfolds the mystery nétheovenant the new arrangement for living
in relationship with God, which He will soon inaugte through His death on the cross.

Mark 14:1-11 The incident of the perfume
1. Where does this incident take place? Note naméother details.
a) Read John 12:1-8 for even more detail.

b) Describe the various responses to this wsrect of devotion.
Other observers:
Jesus:
Judas

¢) What does Jesus say about the woman? dfékatthis tell you about her?

2. Why might this event have been “the last stréw’Judas?

Personal Reflection & Application

Who do you identify with more, the woman or hetics? Why?

Personally, are you more inclined to believe thedsmf Jesus, or to give way before
criticism? Why might this be?

Mark 14:12-21 The Passover

1. What details of time and place does Mark re@onterses12-16? Compare Luke 22:8.
What is the significance of these?

2. Inv.18, how does Jesus prepare his followar#hi® betrayal ahead?
a) What can you conclude from their responsei8?

b) What do you learn about the Son of Man 219.

50



3. To learn about the Passover and the Feast eaMahed Bread, read Exodus 12:1-27,
and Deuteronomy 16:1-8. Record what you leatawv.

a) What does Passover commemorate?

b) Why is this event so important?

c) Describe how the Passover was to be calethr

4. Using a Bible Dictionary, look up “covenant.” hat do you learn?

5. Read the following passages. Record what yan k@laout God’s covenant with Israel.
Genesis 17:9-11
Exodus 24:3-8
Leviticus 17:11
Deuteronomy 4:10-14

6. Read God’s promise of a “new covenant” in Jea¢n31:31-34. Considering what you
have written above, in what ways will this coaat be different from the original one?

7. For a deeper understanding of the relationseipden the Old and New Covenants,
read the following passages, then write a sumstatement of your new
understanding regarding the New Covenant otlwliesus spoke.

2 Corinthians 3:1-18

Exodus 34:27-35
Hebrews 12:18-24
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8. Breaking the unleavened bread is a traditionsl @f the Passover meal.
Read Mark 14:22 carefully, and then answeqtnestions below.

a) What words are used in the first part of v.22 tealide what Jesus does?

b) Read Mark 6:41 and 8:6. See also Luke 24:30-31.t\Wranection do you see?

c) How might Mark 8:18-20 relate to this?

Optional: See Luke 24:13-35 for a post-resurrection exangspecially verses 30,31,35.

9. Read the following passages and describe theections you find.
Deuteronomy 8:3
John 6:32-35
John 6:47-58

10. Considering all of the above, what do you thiekus means by “This is My body”?

Optional: Use a concordance to find more places where 3pake about bread.
How do they relate to those youehalready read?

11. In verse 24 Jesus clearly identifies Himsethwie blood of the covenant. (See also
Luke 22:20 and 1 Corinthians 11:25) Earlien yead about the blood of the lamb
placed on the doorposts at the first Passavel the blood which was sprinkled on the
people when they agreed to the covenant. \Whgbu learn from the verses below?

John 1:29

Mark 10:45

John 6:53-58

2 Corinthians 5:21
1 Peter 1:18,19

12. Considering all of the above, what do you thlekus meant by “This is My blood of
the covenant™?

52



Personal Reflection & Application

From your study of the above, what new understandave you gained?

What does it mean to you that Jesus is the ‘Bréadfe?

What does it mean to you that the blood of Jessspwared out for your ransom?

How do you respond to His offer to exchange Hesfbf your own?

Mark 14:27-42 Failures ahead

13. This is now the fifth time Jesus has told thewill be raised.” (v.28).
a) What else does he predict in verses 27-307?

b) Read Jeremiah 17:9-10. How does this gasssdate to Peter’s response?

Personal Reflection & Application

When have you been misled by your heart? Desciiiia¢ happened as a result.

Which do you trust more: your heart or the worfiSesus? Why?

Which has proven to be more trustworthy?
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14. Describe Jesus’ emotions in the garden. (Coenlpake 22:41-46, Matthew 26:37-39)

a) What does he ask of his friends? Why mignask this?

b) What does he pray for?

15. Consider the following passages, then ansveeqtiestion below.
John 4:34
John 6:38
Hebrews 5:7-8
Romans 5:19
Philippians 2:5-8

What does it mean to you that Jesus surreddas own will to the Father’'s?

16. From verses 38-41, what might have been diftafd*eter had stayed awake
and prayed as he was instructed?

Mark 14:43-52 Betrayal Accomplished
17. Describe the events in the garden. Observeatieus responses of those with Jesus.
Imagine yourself among them.

Optional:Compare the other gospel accounts for more detail.
(Matthew 26:47-56, Luke 2233-John 18:2-11)

Personal Reflection & Application

If you had been there, what might you have done?
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4. Obedient +0 Death
14:53-15:47

How important is the cross? It is clearly documdriig first century historians that a man named
Jesus from the town of Nazareth was crucified lgyRbmans. But theeaningof this event has
been debated and denied throughout the centuritsobg who reject the claims of Jesus Christ.
The cross of Christ is at the very center of thepgt It is where the substitutionary death that wa
required by Old Testament law took place; at tlesthe life-blood of the Lamb of God was
poured out as the Son of God was lifted up, Higidegublic display. As we read in 2
Corinthians 5:21, “He became sin who knew no $iat tve might become the righteousness of
God in Him.” The sacrificial death of Jesus Chigsthe only means by which we can be saved
from our sin. Without the cross, there is no “Clnaisity;” there is no good news.

Mark 14:53-65 Religious Trial
1. Review Mark 10:33-34, then describe the scef@®d¢he religious authorities.

a) Who are the people involved? (List them ang details that are given about them)

b) What is their intention?

2. Read Deuteronomy 17:2-7 and Deuteronomy 19:15-19
What are the legal requirements in regard toegises according to the Law of Moses?
a) For each of these passages identify the ¢éfganse and the required penalty.

b) Why was it so difficult to obtain testimoagainst Jesus?

Note: Under Roman authority the Jews Werkidden to practice capital
punishment, so the religiouders were required to bring civil charges
against Jesus.

3. Read Leviticus 24:16, then review the definitadrblasphemy from Lesson 2.
Why does his reference to the ‘Son of Man’ siage the religious leaders?

a) What irony do you see in their charge of blasphemy?

b) How do they express their contempt?
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Mark 14:66-72 In the courtyard

4. Jesus had said in Mark 8:34 that anyone whoeaslish come after Him must ‘deny
himself, and take up his cross and follow.’
Observe the progressive details of Peter’saleni
a) Precisely what does he deny, and how?

b) How does this compare with Jesus’ predictioh4:30?

¢) Read the following verses and think aboliatnt mean to ‘deny’ someone.
Matthew 10:32-33; 2 Timothy 2:11-13; Titlid6

5. What is the difference between Peteesialand Judasbetrayalof Jesus?

Personal Reflection & Application

Can you think of a time when you have acted imalai way to Peter?
Why did you do this?

What might you have done if you'd been standingetiwth Peter?

Mark 15:1-21 The Civil Trial
6. Read Luke 23:1-3 and John 19:12 for the civdlrgls against Jesus.
Pilate’s response is recorded in John 18:33A8%at do you observe?

7. Read the two groups of verses below, then angwsequestion:
Why do the religious authorities react so viblig to the title ‘King of the Jews’?

Isaiah 33:22 Isaiah 9:6,7
Isaiah 43:15 Jeremiah 23:5,6
Isaiah 44:6 Psalm 89:35,36
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8. Consider the responses of the crowd in verseisi1How are they influenced?

Personal Reflection & Application

Describe a time when you were influenced by thevdr&Vhat was the result?

Whose voice influences you the most? Why mighb&#s

Mark 15:22-39 The King dies
9. Describe the events of the crucifixion.
a) Note who was there, and how each individugroup responded to what they saw.

b) Add the title ‘King of the Jews’ to the chan p.64.
Take note of the frequency and contexhsf title from 15:1 -31.

b) What supernatural events are recorded fa(wu83, 38)

c) How do the following verses give insightargach one?
Exodus 26:31-34
Hebrews 10:19-20
Hebrews 6:19

Exodus 10:21,22, 11:4-6, 12:29-32

Psalm 107:10-14
Isaiah 60:2

10. In verse 34, Jesus cries out with the firss@ef Psalm 22. Read the whole psalm
and make note of all that relates to thelde&the Lord Jesus.

11. How do you respond to the Centurion’s statemeB®? What might he have
observed about the way Jesus died that cdusetb say this?
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Mark 15:40-47 Burying the King
12. Notice the women Mark mentions in verses 404ndVhat do you learn about them?

13. Using a Bible Dictionary, look up Joseph ofrAathea. What do you learn?
a) How does Mark describe him?

b) How did he handle the body of Jesus afisrddath?

c) What evidence is there that Jesus wasyrdafd?

14. Read what the other gospel writers say abagploof Arimathea, Matthew 27:57-60,
Luke 23:50-51, John 19:38-42. Compare thade Mark’s description of the women,
Mark 15: 40-41. What differences do you see?

Personal Reflection & Application

Do you follow and serve Jesus openly or secretlify Wight this be?

What would cause you to change the way you follow?

How has this lesson influenced your understandinggeus?
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9. He Livesl
16:1-20

Is this the end of the story it's beginning? Margtsspel ends abruptly after verse 8 of chapter 16;
the closing comments were added later by otheshBido it by design? Did he die before
finishing? Was the ending damaged or lost befopgesowere made? These questions are still
debated among scholars, but the point of Mark’ggbsemains clear: This is the good news about
Jesus, who is the Christ, the Son of God. Will pelieve or will you refuse to believe? We
sometimes think we would have responded differethiiy the disciples to the news of the
resurrection, but they had the advantage of beittydesus for three years, and still they were
unbelieving! The final good news is that the rescted Jesus met them even in their unbelief, and
confirmed His word to them.

Mark 16:1-8 Astonishment at the tomb
1. Who were the first to discover the empty tombidMlid they go there?
Describe their emotions and responses.

2. Observe how the angel identifies the one theyaoking for in verse 6.
Why is this significant?

Personal Reflection & Application

In your view, is He simply ‘the man from Nazarettowlied’, or the Son of God?

What difference does this make in your understandfrihe empty tomb?

Mark 16:9-14 Disbelief Among the disciples

Note: The earliest texts of Mark’s gospel end at 1618,the majority of existing texts include
verses 9-20. A number of texts include a shortdingnafter verse 8. The authorship of these
verses is strongly debated among scholars, betitns clear from both internal and external
evidence that Mark did not write them himself. Mostern English translations notate these
textual variations with asterisks or column noté& can only speculate as to why the earliest
copies of Mark’s gospel end at verse 8, but maltérduded from verses 9-20 is consistent with
the other gospels and the book of Acts; it is aersid to be historically authentic, and a part of
the New Testament canon. Mark’s theme of beliefuabelief is continued in this section, even if
he did not personally pen these words.

3. How many times had Jesus told His disciplesi&atvould suffer, die, and rise
again? Look back over your notes to find théimGiven all that they had seen and
experienced with Him, why do you think they Wwiblrefuseto believe’ when the
women brought them the news?
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4. Do you see a difference betwaeielief anddisbelief?
Support- your answer from what you have studied

Personal Reflection & Application

How would you have responded?

Mark 16:15-20 The end of unbelief

5. How does the end of Mark’s gospel compare Wiehdther gospels?
See Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:1-9

6. What does Jesus command His followers to do,thaithey know He is alive?
Write a summary statement using your own words.

Personal Reflection & Application

Do you think these words of Jesus apply to us dayhat ways?

How will you obey?
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Who s This Man?

Use this page to summarize what you have learmmed your study of the Gospel of
Mark, and how you will respond to this new underdiag.

What have you learned about Jesus Christ, the $§@od? (Mark 1:1)

How do you now respond to his question, ‘Who dosagyul am?’ (Mark 8:29)

Based on what you have learned from this study,witivyou follow Him?
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Titles Given to Jesus in the Gospel of Mark

Title

Reference

(note each time)

context ¢ Details

What do you learn about Jesus from the variowestiiven to him?

How does this affect your understanding of his idgn
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Miracles of Jesus
Recorded in the Gospel of Mark

Miracle Reference Location Other Details

Mark records only a sampling of the miracles olude¥Vhat do you observe about them?

What do these events indicate to you about Jesus?

What is your response?
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The Kingdom in the Gospel of Mark

Reference Details

What do you observe about the Kingdom of God frdirthat you have listed above?

How will this understanding affect your responsdésus Christ, the King?
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BASIC INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY

Inductive: Persuasive; inducing; using or produced by logicealuction.
Induction: the act or process of arriving at a general con@uasfrom
observation of particular facts. (Webster's Collg Dictionary)

In Inductive Bible Study we carefullgbserve the text, consider théacts of the text,
investigate theneaning of the text, examine theontext, compare other scripture to help
interpret the text, then weapply the text. We interact with God’s Word personally,
discovering truth for ourselves. Our goal iktmw God allowing Him to transform us
through applying His truth to our lives.

THREE ASPECTS TO THE PROCESS

WHAT DOES IT SAY? Observation

WHAT DOES THHEXT ACTUALLY SAY?

What are théacts? The main idea? The people, places, events?

Ask: Who, What, Where, When, Why, How?

Who wrote it? To whom? Under what circumse&s?

Does the author use contrasts, compariskunsirations, or questions?
NOTICErepeated words, phrases or ideas. How do theterelahe whole section?
CONSIDER LITERARY FORMarrative, letter, poetry, parable, etc.

WHAT IS THECONTEXT? What comes before & after?
Consider how this section fits into thegkarpicture.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? Interpretation

DEFINE KEY WORDSconsult a regular dictionary, and a Bible dictigna
‘Key words’ are words which are centrallie meaning of the text.

CONSULTmaps or encyclopedias for geographic & culturalersthnding.
LET SCRIPTURE INTERPRET SCRIPTURE:

Avoid commentaries until you have completed your ow study of the text.

Compare cross-references: other passages déattwith the same topic, or use the

samords or phrases.
Compare other versions, including both transfetand paraphrases.
What did the author intend to communicate?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TOME? Application

PRAYER IS ESSENTIAL TO APPLYING THE SCRIPTURESHE L
ASKthe Lord: How does this truth apply to me? Howglmiiit work out in my life?
ALLOWGoOd to direct your attention to specifics.
ASKHim to empower you to live according to what He hewvealed to you.
WATCHfor opportunities to act on what you’'ve discovered.

Dorothy Catlin 2005, minor revisions 2014
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